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New Opportunities for Dairy Farmers 
in Whatcom and Skagit Counties

The Farm Energy Efficiency Audit Program is now 
accepting applications, but we can serve only the 

first 24 applicants that formally sign up.

Who can apply?

Any dairy farmer in Whatcom and Skagit counties may apply for a 
Farm Energy Efficiency Audit. 

What can I expect during – and after – my 
energy efficiency audit?

Once you sign up for an audit, an engineer will come to your dairy to 
conduct a site visit and gather details about how energy is used in your 
operation. These site visits usually take one day, and the engineer will 
call you before and after the visit to obtain additional information.

After the audit and analysis are complete, a WSU Farm Energy Program 
engineer will provide you with:

• Specific recommendations for reducing the amount of energy 
used at your dairy. 

• Information you will need to participate in the USDA Rural 
Development Rural Energy for America Program (REAP) and 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Services Environmental 
Quality Incentive Program (NRCS EQIP). While certain restrictions 
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apply, funds available through these programs can be used to 
help pay for equipment and other upgrades that can save energy 
and money.   

                      
• Background information you will need to participate in possible 

utility-funded energy efficiency programs.

What will I learn?

• How much energy is used by your farm operation. 

• What no-cost and low-cost changes you can make to reduce 
your farm’s energy use and greenhouse gas emissions. 

• Strategic investments in equipment you can make that will 
reduce your short- and long-term energy costs and operating 
expenses.

• How long it will take to recoup the costs of replacing or upgrad-
ing your equipment, based on the WSU Farm Energy Program’s 
recommendations. Many changes pay for themselves in one or 
two years.  

• How to use this information to apply for funding to help pay for 
some energy-efficiency upgrades. 

What else do I need to know?

• Each participating farm must contribute $1,000, which is 25 
 percent of the cost of the audit. Matching funds for the remain-

ing costs are covered by the funding sponsors: the Northwest 
Clean Air Agency (NWCAA) and U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Rural Development (USDA). NWCAA awarded a portion of its 
greenhouse gas mitigation fund, voluntarily provided by BP 
Cherry Point Refinery. USDA funding was provided for in the 
Rural Energy for America Program of the 2008 Farm Bill.

• Participants cannot use NRCS EQIP funds to pay for the audit. 

• Participants are not eligible for an energy efficiency audit under 
this program if they currently have a contract with NRCS to have 
an energy audit performed.

I’m interested in applying – what do I do now? 

Please contact:
Gary Kaufman, WSU Farm Energy Specialist 
Phone: 360-956-2105
Email: WSUfarmaudits@energy.wsu.edu

Program funding provided by:

In cooperation with:

Skagit Conservation District
Whatcom Conservation District 

Puget Sound Energy

This farm energy audit project is 
part of a comprehensive 

Washington Farm Energy Program 
being developed for Washington's 

agricultural producers to help them 
reduce on-farm electricity use, fuel 
use and other farm energy costs. 
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USDA funding provided 
for in the Rural Energy for 
America Program of the 

2008 Farm Bill.

NWCAA awarded a portion of 
its greenhouse gas mitigation 
fund, voluntarily provided by 

BP Cherry Point Refinery.


