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Specific Directives in 2019 Legislation

• Align strategy with clean electricity laws

• Energy Independence Act (I-937, 2006)

• Clean Energy Transformation Act (SB 5611, 2019)

• After 2025, no coal in resource mix

• By 2030, greenhouse neutral electricity supply

• By 2045, 100% renewable or non-emitting sources

• Align strategy with greenhouse gas emissions limits (HB 2311, 2020)

• By 2030, 45% below 1990 levels

• By 2040, 75% below 1990 levels

• By 2050, 95% below 1990 levels and achieve net-zero emissions.
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Transitioning the Transportation Sector

Reduce the need for travel

Shift to cleaner modes and fuels

Improve fuel economy

Enact low carbon fuel standard

Move people and 
goods more 

efficiently and 
equitably

Establish specific 
targets and 

accountability
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2021 State Energy Strategy
Transportation Recommendations

VMT and GHG Targets
• Adjust and update state VMT reduction targets to reflect 

existing VMT levels and the state’s greenhouse gas emission 
limits. 

• The Legislature should consider transportation efficiency and 
emission targets to accompany updates to VMT reduction 
targets.
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2021 State Energy Strategy
Transportation Recommendations

Transportation system planning and coordination
• Adopt and apply metrics for state transportation funding linked 

to key efficiency and equity outcomes. 

• Establish, manage and fund a clearinghouse of model code, 
model rules, policy packages and standardized checklists as a 
resource for local jurisdictions.
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2021 State Energy Strategy
Transportation Recommendations

Remove barriers to transit
• Adopt incentive programs that offset the relative cost of transit 

and other alternative travel modes.

• Along with increasing and stabilizing transportation funding, the 
Legislature, local governments and transit agencies should 
explore options to make transit univer-sally affordable.

• Expand the reach of and funding for Washington’s CTR 
program.
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2021 State Energy Strategy
Transportation Recommendations

Support vehicle fuel economy improvements
• Explore whether a state-run vehicle buyback program could 

cost-effectively and equitably contribute to near-term 
greenhouse gas reductions, and, if feasible and appropriate, 
adopt such a program.
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2021 State Energy Strategy
Transportation Recommendations

Set clear and ambitious statewide targets
• Set targets for EV and FCV adoption, differentiated by vehicle 

class.

• The Legislature should direct and fund a comprehen-sive BEV 
charging and FCV fueling infrastructure needs assessment.

• Set explicit targets for charging and refueling infrastructure 
deployment and provide state funding for infrastructure 
deployment. 
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2021 State Energy Strategy
Transportation Recommendations

Set clear and ambitious statewide targets
• For light-duty vehicles (cars and trucks): a minimum of 22% of 

new vehicle sales by 2025, 85% of new vehicle sales by 2030, 
and 100% of new vehicle sales by 2035 

• For medium- and heavy-duty vehicles: a minimum of 30% of new 
vehicle sales by 2030, and 100% of new vehicles sales by 2050 

• For drayage trucks and off-road vehicles: 100% of new vehicle 
sales by 2035
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2021 State Energy Strategy
Transportation Recommendations

Improve planning and oversight of BEV charging 
and FCV fueling infrastructure
• Establish a permanent BEV charging and FCV fueling 

infrastructure planning and development entity.

• Identify major BEV charging and FCV fueling infrastructure 
projects with significant public benefit and provide these with 
direct public investment

• Support, and further enable electric utilities to support, EVSE in 
underserved urban and rural communities
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2021 State Energy Strategy
Transportation Recommendations

Accelerate the market for BEVs and FCVs
• Continue efforts to convert state-owned vehicle fleets to EVs 

and expand the current goal beyond 50% of new state 
passenger vehicle purchases

• The Legislature should pursue accelerative policies, including 
financial incentives, loan programs, fleet targets and outreach 
campaigns for public and private fleets.
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2021 State Energy Strategy
Transportation Recommendations

Hydrogen
• Electric grid services (storage, frequency and voltage response, 

CCGT)

• Industrial: feedstock replacement

• Transportation: Heavy-duty vehicles and maritime vessel

• Commerce should work with utilities, industrial firms, federal 
agencies and other stakeholders to accelerate the 
development of hydrogen production and should encourage 
pilot projects and research activities



2021 Legislative Session
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Essentials

Policy Bills Budget Provisos
Carbon Price Transportation Budget

ICE vehicles are a felony Capital Budget

EVs for grandmas Operating Budget
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Policy Bills - House

•HB 1075 – TNC Emissions

•HB 1091 – LCFS

•HB 1099 – Updates to GMA

•HB 1204 – 2030 ICE Phase-out

•HB ? – EV mapping and forecasting + Utility 
forecasting

•More, less relevant/important bills



WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 19

Policy Bills - Senate

•SB 5000 – Hydrogen FCV sales tax exemption

•SB 5085 – Electric motorcycle + no more $75

•SB 5126 – Climate Commitment Act (C&T)

•SB 5141 – EJ Taskforce Recommendations

•SB 5192 – EVSE Regulations + Tracking
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Transpo Budget - Governor

•$318m (over four years) for electric ferries: 
• funds second Jumbo Mark II vessel conversion 
• second new vessel construction 
• funds three charging stations

•$3.25m for HSR coordinating body
•$15m for Green Capital Transit Program
•$1m/year for ZEVIPP
•$1.5m for EV education and awareness 
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Capital Budget - Governor

•$20m for ETS II

•$5m for maritime electrification
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Transpo Budget – Senator Saldaña
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Transpo Budget – Senator Saldaña
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Bill/Budget Tracker



Questions?



www.commerce.wa.gov

Michael Breish

Michael.breish@commerce.wa.gov

360-764-3159

More leg 
updates to 
come in March!

https://twitter.com/WaStateCommerce
https://www.facebook.com/WAStateCommerce/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/893804
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/

