Resource Conservation Management

Guidelines for Grounds 

The following are some things you can do as grounds staff to help save money by reducing operating costs.  These suggestions are part of a larger series of measures being implemented to enhance resource use efficiency.  Can you think of more to add to this list?  If so, offer your suggestions to 



 , Resource Conservation Manager (RCM).

Irrigation Operations

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	1. Water only in the early morning or at night to minimize evaporation.  This simple change in your schedule will maximize the effectiveness of watering and minimize water use.  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2. Water plant roots, not trunks and leaves.  Plants need water at the roots.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3. Water deeply once a week instead of lightly every day.  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4. Keep your landscaped area weed‑free so that water is consumed only by your plants.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5. Where possible, use recycled water for all decorative ponds, fountains, and waterfalls and shut them off whenever possible to reduce the‑amount of water lost to evaporation.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	6. Make sure sprinklers are placed so that they will water the landscape, not walks and parking lots.  Decrease flow volumes to avoid unnecessary water runoff.  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	7. Alternate your turf mowing height between low and high levels.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	8. Check water recirculation systems annually for leaks and other damage.  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	9. Monitor sprinkler systems for broken or dirty heads.  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	10. Mulch plant beds well to minimize weeds and evaporation.  Consider recycling/composting landscaping debris.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	11. _____________________________________________________________________

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	12. _____________________________________________________________________


Irrigation Retrofits

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	1. Attach an inexpensive, water‑efficient nozzle or sprayer if grounds are watered using a hand‑held hose.  Thumb and gate control valves can also be attached to the hose to help reduce water use.  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2. Regulate when and how much water a sprinkler system distributes.  Use a timer to schedule sprinkler use during off‑peak, night, or early morning hours.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3. Use a soil tensiometer or an electronic sensor to gauge the amount of water needed.  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4. If you are using automatic controls to time and regulate watering, make sure they have a manual override feature and that you use it.  If it rains, you can manually cancel your next watering or use a soil tensiometer to cancel waterings as necessary.  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5. Attach a cathodic conditioner to the sprinkler system's water supply to reduce the pressure of the water and the force of its spray.  By reducing the surface tension of the water, between 25 and 50 percent less water is expended and wasted.  A cathodic conditioner must be installed by a plumber, who inserts it either at the outside water supply if a mobile sprinkler is used or at the point where the pipes leave the building for sprinklers with underground pipes.  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	6. Select drought‑resistant trees, shrubs, and low‑water‑demand ground coverings.  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	7. _____________________________________________________________________

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	8. _____________________________________________________________________


Irrigation Replacements

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	1. Install an irrigation system that has controls or sensors.  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2. Use low-flow sprinkler heads instead of turf sprinklers for plants, trees, and shrubs.  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3. Use a trickle or subsurface drip irrigation system to provide water directly to turf roots.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4. _____________________________________________________________________

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5. _____________________________________________________________________


Outdoor Lighting

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	1. Turn off unnecessary lights

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2. Replace inefficient lights with more efficient ones

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3. Turn off outdoor lights during daylight hours

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4. Install and maintain photocells on outdoor lighting systems

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5. _____________________________________________________________________

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	6. _____________________________________________________________________
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